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EDITOR’S NOTE
Welcome to the thirteenth volume of The Oval. It’s an honor to have 
so many participants featured in this work representing the diverse cre-
ativity of the University of Montana and we’re pleased to provide a place 
for many to see their name in print for the first time and for artists to 
freely express themselves.
I’ve seen a questioning of art recently, especially as we’ve all been 
learning to live during a global pandemic. Basically, what’s the point? 
What purpose is art serving when we are leaning so heavily on medicine, 
science, caretakers, and service workers? Arguably, art doesn’t do much 
practical work and it does little to solve the big problems we’re facing. 
But I think art does serve a purpose, which is most clearly seen when it’s 
taken away: it makes us feel good about ourselves and the world. I see 
people using movies and books to escape, cope, and connect to others, 
which can feel counterproductive as we’re being told to use our time 
efficiently. But there’s no point to the inevitable guilt when we don’t live 
up to these unrealistic expectations. Don’t we still deserve to feel good?
The Oval is only made possible by the generosity of ASUM senators 
and executives, Megan Stark and the Mansfield Library, Hailey Michel-
son and the Student Involvement Network, the creative writing pro-
gram, the English department, Ken Price and the AlphaGraphics staff, 
and Kevin Head and the annual Writers’ Fall Opus. Thank you for your 
valuable time and unending support.
Special thanks to Robert Stubblefield, our faculty adviser, for his kind 
mentorship in and out of the classroom. Your enthusiasm is contagious 
and has driven us to continue to work hard and produce something to 
be proud of. Thank you for your generosity and kindness, especially now. 
Thank you to Shannon Janssen, our technological adviser, who knows 
that you need a little more than enthusiasm to make a physical class 
go digital and has smoothed every speed bump we’ve faced. And thank 
you to Stacia Hill for your invaluable perspective and gentle leadership 
through the creation of this magazine. All of you have taught us the 
importance of passion and have made the classroom one of my favorite 
places to be.
The Oval is the result of a collaboration between UM students—
those creating art and those working to see it published—and I am en-
couraged to see so many people willing to do both. I am grateful for 
everyone who’s worked to help this publication come to fruition. Our 
genre editors and design and layout board have taken on extra responsi-
bilities to ensure the quality of the magazine, and I thank them for all of 
their behind-the-scenes work. I especially want to thank Luke Smith, our 
design and layout editor, for doing all the hard work and making it look 
easy. I’m so glad to have had you by my side.
I am humbled by the number of students who submitted to this 
year’s Oval. Thank you for sharing your stories, poetry, and art. Your 
powerful voices are a reflection of the University and form the backbone 
of The Oval. And to everyone who opened this book, thank you for sup-
porting your family, friends, and all of the artists on campus.
I hope you feel good,
Mielle Hubbard
Editor-in-Chief
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